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The John Birch Society has been irgx-

istence well over two years; it now report-
edly has 'chagtm -in -thirty-four states ..

Columbimnd smong ifs members arc nu(i
- merous -kw bighly . gespacted - .
individuals, - e f'.‘??g-n Y fespoctet
Until afaw weeks 8go, only relatively -
few Americans had cven heard the group’s -
name mentioned. But now it is the center .
of a storm of controversy that.is almost..
certain to grow in. intensity;. before top ;
. long, every litcrate citizen will be aware of
* the John Birch Socicty's existence and most |
~ of us will have strong opinion on the sub- -
jeet. R ' '
The Society bus beea causing a stir in
California for some time; there it is already *
being subjected to a sharp scrutiny indeed
- «—not ‘because of its pbjectives, which are
* most laudable, but d¢ t its alleged meth-
. ods of operation, and certain statements at-
tributed to its’ founder. Governer Edmund
G. Brown has ordered aninvestigation of -
- the group by the state attorney gencral, and * -
" the State Sénate’s Un-Ameérican -Activities
- Committee has.slated a hearing for June. .
: The .cries for an inquiry attained na-

tional scope the. &s& week. -On Thursday,. -
Senator Kuch#:(R-Calif.) assertedghe Sen- 5, .
- ates ' Government Operations Committee
" should look*into the Sdciety's operations '
and particularly the charges its founder has -
- leveled against high-ganking government
officials. On the same 'd&y Rep: Reuss (- ¢
Pa.) released correspondence in whick he -
had asked for an inquiry by the House Un-
American Activities Committee. Clrainmen
of both committees have said they. don't -
. think their ‘grours have jurisdiction te hold
such an investigation. We cannot judge
whether this is their final word on that
question.

The- Societys primary -goal if to wipe-
out communism and communist influences
in this country—a noble objective indeed. '
But its leader and founder, Robert Welch
of Belmont, Mass, has been quoted at
length in remarks and charges that are on’
the face of them absurd. His assertion that
former President Bisénhower, his orother,
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irginia) and the District of ¢ les,
- Indeed,

- Welch's quoted statemeats to recall thel{go- [
y.

. ‘'along wi guilz.

- no doubt both patcintic and.able

. the.Sgcicty hgebecn'dcnou@ed from the I\
Young (R-ND.) an

" sympathy with the organization.. So this |

‘is made there'll be time enough to deter-

Society is in order.
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calls to mind.the communist “big lie” tech-
nique. . PR
there is much about Mr,

&

tics of the Iste Senator Joseph McCa .
But it is by no means to,bo assumed that ¥

all of the Soclaty's members or any appre-
ciable pumber are willing to th‘;lgw.away.u

the constitutional guaranteos of the rights
of the individual, to blast the innocent § .
N o i I ghing |
adopt t an me evert, .
communism. Many of these mﬁl&ﬂ are |
_It may be,.as:Rep, Edgar Heistand (R~ § .
Culif.) a member of the ,,'-ha,s age b
serted, there has been mueh ‘nifginforma- J
tion dissemidated about the’ grgup, He says‘{:
the members are individuall t.i;_:,lhﬁ;‘.theiﬁF
violent opposition to communism is the:one &2

thing they bave in common, He has been k- v = -7

quoted as co putting on the record [,

the organization; since most of what has. ‘Q\ A

come -out thus faz hey been str
his- angwer will be awalted 'y
terest. : H

griticism,,
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Therclaré@‘bqhhcssn;lcni jir p al-
resdy Gnh both" sidés in the o trovgrsy—-

floor of, the * Segagors Kuchel, 1%

. ] Dodd (R-Conn.) K
and, there has, been citicism too from the
House as noted above. And in'the House {f\,
of Representatives: ‘0thers bave expressed pi™

nate b

isnt. likely to be only & tempest in a tea-
pot; we'll expect & great desl moze. to ‘be ‘
said on both sided. Since so much has al- QN -
ready been sajd the'p t;dﬂ $’bf 50 many [\
obviously _well-intentioned. men. -are’ in-

volved on both sides, the “fully-dopument- \g N

ed” statement - Representative Hiestand ; AN}
contemplates is vitally needed. “After that‘{: :

mine whether formal investigation of the %
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